WHY THE NEW JOHN BULL?
that we may defend our position in the Mediterranean,
indicates perhaps that water-tight compartment mind
which is not uncommon in politics. One compart-
ment rejoices that an exponent of authoritarian
government has once more triumphed, dishing the
Pacifists, the Genevafists, the Socialists and the Com-
munists, and keeping Moscow at bay. If later, into
the other compartment dawns a light which reveals
that, as the result of that Fascist triumph, a dangerous
situation has been created for the Empire, why, of
course, there is only one remedy - more arms. Again,
the prejudices are more powerful than the interests.
We are all familiar with the party man who would
far rather see the country suffer some definite damage
than see the opposition get the credit for the remedy.
Having nursed for years a bitter hostility to Geneva
and to all internationalist schemes, the imperialist
would rather see the Empire endangered than have
it aided or protected by Geneva,
Nevertheless it may be true that the dominant
motive in the support of Fascist aggression, is fear and
hatred of Moscow-fear of that financial and eco-
nomic collapse which would result, we are assured,
from Socialist triumph; fear of the destruction of con-
stitutional government; fear generally of Moscow's
interference and intervention; fear even of anti-
Christian propaganda.
Now it is noteworthy that most of Western
Europe has known this last few years all those things -
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